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Contrast between the ideas of Plato and those of Augustine
Introduction
Plato and Augustine even though both were philosophers of their own time, there exists some comparisons and contrasts in their perspectives and ideologies. This is partly due to the number of years which separate the two thus able to tell the different kinds of worlds they lived in. Therefore, each one describes according to the limitations of his environment even though a close comparison reveals similarities in their work. This paper seeks to contrast their ideas using Nietzsche’s research on the true world history.
Contrast between the ideas of Plato and Augustine
There are several contrasting areas in the ideas and the philosophy of Plato and Augustine through Nietzsche. According to Augustine, the true world is not something that can be attained in this life here but only after someone dies while having repented. This contrasts with Plato who views it as something real and attainable in this life before death. For Plato, truth and knowledge are attained even though through struggling. For example, the analogy of having to climb out of the cave is own effort. On the other hand, Augustine views truth and knowledge as something that can only be given by grace which comes through submission. Augustine focuses on the existence of material things which according to him are as a result of creation. This brings out a contrast with Plato's description of the process of getting out of the cave that he views as resulting in an increasing reality on the things. Therefore, Augustine divides the world into levels ranging into the less and most familiar, unlike Plato.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The process of gaining knowledge differs also between them due to a difference in their understanding of faith. Plato sees the process of gaining knowledge of the truth as progressive as we start from most familiar and work toward the rare and strange truth, unlike Augustine, who sees the only way as the recreation of God's creation starting from the most general to that which is near u in our daily awareness. Furthermore, for Augustine, conversion into Christianity is what starts us in the light of truth. Plato views the process of getting the truth as progressive. According to Plato, you can decide and turn out of the cave by yourself which is the same as turning out of darkness into God's light. Augustine contrast with him since as per his philosophy, such a turning cannot happen unless by the help of God. One cannot lift themselves into light. Therefore, knowledge is revealed and not sort out as per Plato’s assertion.
Conclusion
In conclusion, it is indeed true that even though there exist certain similarities in the perspective of Plato and Augustine concerning the history of the true world, there are notable differences between the two. These differences are due to a variation in their definition of faith and description of how knowledge and truth are acquired.
